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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on May 2, 
2006 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 8 (line 16) recites "second hollow cylindrical portion of said first columnar 
coupler". It should recite -second hollow cylindrical portion of said second columnar 
coupler-. 

For the purpose of examining the application, it is assumed that appropriate 
correction has been made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 8-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Battermann (US 2,356,199). 
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As to claim 8, Battermann discloses a portable columnar structure comprising: 

a columnar coupling structure capable of providing stability that includes three 
independent and separate components including a first columnar coupler 14,A (Figure 4 
reprinted below with annotations), a second columnar coupler 2,B and a connection 
adaptor 5 to be placed between the first and second columnar couplers, the first and 
second columnar couplers forming a part of the portable columnar structure being in the 
form of furniture parts or strut (radio transmitter) assemblies to be assembled and 
disassembled; wherein: 

the first columnar coupler comprising a bolt fixture member 16, on which a bolt is 
permanently secured to a cylindrical joint end (bolt 16 is permanently secured to first 
columnar coupler 14, if one chooses not to remove the bolt from the cylindrical joint 
end), and a first hollow cylindrical portion A at the cylindrical joint end; 

the second columnar coupler comprising a nut fixture member, on which a nut 
having a size that will fit over a male thread of the bolt (via plug 4 of connection adapter 
5) is secured to a cylindrical joint end, and a second hollow cylindrical portion B at the 
cylindrical joint end; and 

the connection adaptor having a first small diameter potion and a second small 
diameter portion, shaped and sized so that the first small diameter portion fits closely in 
the first hollow cylindrical portion of the first columnar coupler at the cylindrical joint end 
and the second small diameter portion fits closely in the second hollow cylindrical 
portion of the second columnar coupler at the cylindrical joint end, respectively, the 
connection adaptor having a bolt through hole formed into which the bolt is inserted, 
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and an annular projection 6 of a greater diameter than inner diameters of the first and 
second columnar couplers provided at an intermediate portion, and 

wherein the first and second columnar couplers are interconnected with the 
connection adaptor positioned in between (Figure 4). 




B 



A 



As to claim 9, Battermann discloses a portable columnar structure wherein in the 
first 14,A and second 2,B columnar couplers, the first A and second B hollow cylindrical 
portions are formed in the vicinities of joint ends so as to be closely fitted over the first 
and second small diameter portions of the connection adaptor 5 (Figure 4). 

As to claim 10, Battermann discloses a portable columnar structure wherein one 
of the first and second hollow cylindrical portions of the first 14,A and second 2,B 
columnar couplers has a circular cross section (Figure 3). 

As to claim 1 1 , Battermann discloses a portable columnar structure wherein ends 
of the first and second smaller diameter portions of the connection adaptor 5 are 
chamfered (chamfered end 13 fitted in coupler 14; and chamfered threaded end 4 fitted 
in coupler 2) so that an assembly process can be easily performed (Figure 4). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Battermann. 

As to claim 12, Battermann fails to disclose a portable columnar structure 
wherein a material used for the connection adaptor is aluminum, reinforced plastic or 
foundry die casting. 

The applicant is reminded that the selection of a known material based upon its 
suitability for the intended use is a design consideration within the skill of the art. In re 
Leshin . 227 F.2d 197, 125 USPQ 416 (CCPA 1960). Accordingly, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify a structure as disclosed by Battermann to have a connection adaptor made of 
aluminum, reinforced plastic or foundry die casting as such practice is a design 
consideration within the skill of the art. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed May 2, 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

As to claim 8, Attorney argues that: 
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Battermann does not disclose a portable columnar structure wherein the first 
columnar coupler comprises a bolt fixture member, on which a bolt is 
permanently secured to a cylindrical joint end. 

Examiner disagrees. As to claim 8, Battermann discloses a portable columnar 
structure wherein the first columnar coupler 14,A comprises a bolt fixture member 16, 
on which a bolt is permanently secured to a cylindrical joint end (bolt 16 is permanently 
secured to first columnar coupler 14, if one chooses not to remove the bolt from the 
cylindrical joint end; Figure 4). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael P. Ferguson whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7081. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571)272-7087. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





MPF 

05/12/06 



DANIEL P. STODOLA 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



